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NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN DURING CURRENT MONTH

WINDS: The general summer circulation pattern in July results from the clockwise
circulation around the Pacific High. From the East China Sea to the Guif of Alaska
and for most areas to the northwest, the prevailing winds are from the south to
southwest. Exceptions are in the Yellow Sea and Sea of Japan where they are

th ly. North ly winds are predominant off the west coast of the U.S.
while the northeast trade winds extend from Baja California to the Mariana Islands.
Most areas maintain a mean wind speed of force 3. Slightly higher mean speeds of
force 4, are observed off the west coast of the U.S. and in an area centered to the
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For extended remarks on the marine climate along foreign coasts,

1 5 percent south of 30°N.

GALES: Except in tropical storms or thunderstorm gust fronts, winds of force 8 or
greater rarely occur across the North Pacific during July. A small region off the
Oregon and northern California coast is the only area where the frequency of gales

2xceeds 5 percent.

last feather), using the appropriate scale below, gives the
percentage of the total number of observations in which the
wind has blown from that direction. The number of feathers
shows the average force of the wind on

¥ the Beaufort scale. The figure in the cen-

32 ter of the circle gives the percentage of

Generally, sufficient data are available to delineate the
prevailing current pattern and to determine the mean speed.
However, the user is cautioned that changes in wind direc-
tion. speed, and duration can change local currents both in
direction and speed.
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This chart is not intended to be used alone but in conjunction
with other navigational aids. The chart presents, in graphic
form, averages obtained from data gathered over many
years in meteorology and oceanography to aid the navigator
in selecting the quickest and safest routes. Included are
explanations of how to use each type of information depicted

see the appropriate Sailing Directions (Enroute and Planning
Guides) prepared and published by the Defense Mapping Agency
Hydrographic/Topographic Center. For the coasts of the United

States and its possessions, see the appropriate Coast Pilot prepared

and published by the National Ocean Service. The quarterly pub-
lication ‘‘Mariners Weather Log"', prepared and published by the
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EXTRATROPICAL CYCLONES: The principal area of cyclogenesis has shifted
slightly southwest from the previous month and extends from the eastern edge of

—> Prevailing direction \| 2ok on this chart. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Environmental
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